
CALIFORNIA REGIONAL WATER QUALITY CONTROL BOARD
SAN FRANCISCO BAY REGION

ORDER No. 94-014
NPDES PERMIT NO. CA0038539

WASTE DISCHARGE REQUIREMENTS FOR:

WEST COUNTY AGENCY OF CONTRA COSTA COUNTY, CALIFORNIA
WEST COUNTY WASTEWATER DISTRICT, AND
CITY OF RICHMOND MUNICIPAL SEWER DISTRICT
CONTRA COSTA COUNTY

The California Regional Water Quality Control Board, San Francisco Bay Region,
hereinafter called the Board, finds that:

1. The West County Agency of Contra Costa County, California (hereinafter
called the discharger), submitted a Report of Waste Discharge dated March
3, 1993 for reissuance of waste discharge requirements and a permit to
discharge wastewater to waters of the State and the United States under
the National Pollutant Discharge Elimination System (NPDES).

2. The discharger is a Joint Powers Agreement, the members of which
separately own and operate two treatment plants for domestic, commercial,
and industrial wastewater in the Richmond area of Contra Costa County.
The City of Richmond Water Pollution Control Plant is located at 601 Canal
Blvd. in Richmond. This facility serves most of the incorporated City of
Richmond. The other plant is the west County Wastewater District
(previously known as the West Contra Costa sanitary District), which is
located at 2377 Garden Tract Road. This facility serves part of the
incorporated City of Richmond, all of the City of San Pablo, and the
unincorporated communities of Tara Hills, El Sobrante, and an area north
of El Cerrito.

3. The discharger presently discharges an average dry weather flow of 13.1
million gallons per day (MGD) of combined effluent from the West County
Wastewater District and the city of Richmond Municipal Sewer District
secondary treatment plants which have a combined average dry weather flow
capacity of 28.5 MGD. The treated effluent is discharged into San
Francisco Bay, a water of the State and of the United States, via a
single deepwater outfall located 4,700 feet offshore of Point Richmond at
a depth of 26 feet below mean lower low water (Latitude 37 deg., 54 min.,
47 sec.; Longitude 122 deg., 25 min., 06 sec.).

4. The West County Wastewater District (WCWD) treatment facility provides
secondary treatment for an average dry weather flow of 6.7 MGD and has a
dry weather design capacity of 12.5 MGD. Treatment consists of screening,
grit removal, flow equalization, primary sedimentation, high-rate
trickling filter, activated sludge, secondary clarification, and
chlorination. Treated effluent is conveyed via a force main to a junction
structure at the Richmond treatment facility. Sludge is anaerobically
digested, dried in open lagoons, and disposed of by landfill burial at an
authorized disposal site.
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